240  PartV: Making the Most of Your Blog

Amazon takes a few days to approve your application while taking a look at
the content of your Web site, but you can begin building links and sending
people to Amazon from your site right away.

Putting Out a Tip Jar

Figure 14-7:
Little Green
Footballs
has a
donation link
front and
center on
every page.
|

Depending on what kind of business or organization yours is, a tipjar approach
might be one way to solicit monetary contributions from your readers. Some
blogs use these donation appeals for a short time to fund specific activities
(a shortfall in Web hosting funds or to purchase a new piece of software), and
others keep the links active all the time.

Of course, if you are Sears, keep in mind your customers likely won’t feel com-
pelled to drop money in a tip jar! This strategy works best for nonprofits,
educational institutions, political campaigns, and other service-oriented
organizations.

Quite a few online donation services target nonprofits directly, but two
popular options for nonprofit and for-profit institutions are the Amazon
Honor System and PayPal Donations. Any type of organization can use both
to solicit donations for any purpose.

Little Green Footballs (www.1ittTegreenfootballs.com/weblog), an
incredibly popular political blog run by Charles Johnson, appeals to visitors
for donations using both PayPal and Amazon donation services. Figure 14-7
shows links to PayPal and Amazon.
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